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Party loyalty has also increased in presidential elections since the 1970s, and 
thus ticket-splitting—voting for the House or Senate candidate of one party, for 
the presidential candidate of the other—has declined as well (dashed lines in 
Figure 5-2). The southern realignment produced an especially pronounced drop 
in ticket-splitting in that region. As recently as the 1980s, many conservative 
southerners voted for Republican presidential candidates while retaining their 
Democratic habits in congressional elections. As Figure 5-3 indicates, this is no 
longer the case; the great majority now vote for Republican congressional candi-
dates when they vote for Republican presidential candidates, and ticket-splitting 
is no more common now in the South than it is elsewhere.

The presidential connection has also grown stronger in midterm congres-
sional election voting even though presidential candidates are not on the bal-
lot. The proportion of midterm voters whose congressional votes were consistent 
with their evaluation of the president’s performance—for the president’s party’s 
candidate if they approve, for the other party’s candidate if they disapprove—has 
risen steeply since the 1970s, from below 60 percent in 1974 to about 90 percent 
in 2010.11 This trend is a product of widening partisan differences in presidential 
approval as well as increasing party loyalty.12 A growing share of midterm voters 
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Figure 5-3  �Ticket-Splitting by Republican Presidential Voters in the 
Southern Congressional Elections, 1952–2008

Source: American National Election Studies cumulative data file.


